United Slates Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 



NOV 2 2012 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

I am writing in response to your September 1 7 and September 27 letters 
requesting that the Department of State provide information and responses to 
questions related to the September 1 1 attack in Benghazi. We appreciate your 
committee's interest in understanding the circumstances of the attack in Benghazi 
to determine what action may be necessary to prevent and protect against similar 
attacks in the future. We share that commitment. We also seek to ensure our 
security without hampering our ability to carry out diplomacy around the world. 

Secretary Clinton has established an Accountability Review Board (ARB) 
led by Ambassador Thomas Pickering and including Admiral Michael Mullen, 
Catherine Bertini, Richard Shinnick, and Hugh Turner III. The ARB is working 
diligently to determine whether our security systems and procedures in Benghazi 
were adequate, whether those systems and procedures were properly implemented, 
and whether there are any lessons that may be relevant to our work around the 
world. We intend to share the ARB's findings and our response with Congress and 
would encourage you to withhold any final conclusions about the Benghazi attack 
until you have had the opportunity to review that information. 

f 

Additionally, we are currently in the process of gathering and reviewing 
records responsive to Congressional requests. Our efforts have already identified 
a large volume of potentially responsive records that address the security situation 
leading up to the attack. 

To facilitate your committee's work, we want to offer you and other 
members of the committee the opportunity to review these cables and memoranda. 
This set of material contains classified and other sensitive information, including 
information about the security of U.S. diplomatic missions 
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overseas, foreign government information, and personally identifiable information, 
the unauthorized release of which could cause damage to national security and 
foreign relations. Mindful of these concerns, the Department is prepared to make 
copies of these records available for the Committee's in camera review. 

Please contact me to make arrangements for review of these documents. In 
the meantime, we will continue to work diligently to identify, review, and produce 
records responsive to Congressional requests. 



Sincerely, 




David S. Adams 
Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs 



cc: The Honorable 
Richard G. Lugar 
Committee on Foreign Relations 
United States Senate 



